Tips on tuning each device: technical pearls.
Although the basic technique is relatively similar among the currently available left ventricular assist devices (LVAD), there are many subtle potential technical pitfalls for each device that could result in grave adverse events. In this article, the technical perils of the principal implantation technique and LVAD-related concomitant surgical procedures as well as of the implantation technique specific to currently available implantable LVADs, including HeartMate XVE, HeartMate II, HeartWare, and DuraHeart, are described.